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Subject: Future arrangements for Oban Harbour

From: Phil Hamerton <chair@ochda.scot>

Date: 19/08/2026, 17:42

To: CabSecforETT@gov.scot

CC: "Minto J (Jenni), MSP" <Jenni.Minto.msp@parliament.scot>, Tim Eagle
<Tim.Eagle.msp@parliament.scot>

Dear Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism & Transport,

I am writing on behalf of many businesses and both professional and leisure sailors
operating in, and out of, Oban Bay to ask you to support us in trying to get the
decision made about the new Harbour Authority for Oban. The Oban Harbour
Community Development Association (OCHDA) represents many users and other
stakeholders who are concerned and frustrated by continued delay in decision-
making which is compromising safe and environmentally sound operation in Oban
Harbour.

Oban Harbour is the busiest harbour in Scotland, measured in the number of vessel
movements and, since at least 2012, it has been accepted that Oban Bay is too busy
to be left mostly unregulated. (There are very small areas around the CMAL Ferry
Pier and the Argyll & Bute Council (A&BC) Piers which are established Harbour
Authority areas). Despite the passage of time and the inevitable increase in risk as
traffic increases, the wider waters of Oban Bay and the Approaches through the
awkward North Entrance and the Sound of Kerrera are still not under a Harbour
Authority's regulation.

It is 992 days since a draft Harbour Order was submitted to Transport Scotland by
A&BC. This Harbour Order was hugely unpopular with local businesses and the
leisure community, collecting 139 objections during the statutory 42 day
consultation (December 2023-January 2024). Despite a further round of 'written
representations’, which ended in October 2024, there are still 136 of the objections
outstanding and no information has been made public regarding the decision
which will rest with Scottish Ministers.

We, and our elected representatives at Holyrood, have repeatedly requested - both
to Transport Scotland and to A&BC - a 'round table' discussion in order to find a way
forward and to expedite the development of a new Harbour Authority for Oban.
Our requests have been declined. In the meantime environmental and safety risks
increase, businesses cannot effectively plan future operations and the same is true
in relation to leisure activities and cruise ship visits, the numbers of both of

which steadily increase.

In the interests of safe navigation and environmental protection, and to allow all
parties to plan their future activities, we ask you to intervene, as necessary, to
resolve the questions about the future governance of Oban Harbour. We
stakeholders would be very pleased to meet with you in order to discuss our
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concerns in more detail and to suggest possible ways forward to produce a fit for
purpose Harbour Order for Oban Bay and Approaches without unnecessary delay.

Yours sincerely,

Phil Hamerton

Chair, Oban Community Harboour Development Association
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